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INTERMISSION

before contenting himself with nodding and grasping the

young man's hand.

Scotty handled his bass with implausible, almost arrogant

ease. The arrogant part of it wasn't directed at the instru-

ment itself though, nor even at the listening audience. It
was more a comfortable disregard for all that he might have

played, that which fell away definitively as soon as he'd

placed firm-sliding fingers where he'd always meant them

to be. If Harry wasn't able to hear him improvising, on a

June afternoon, it'lvas because irnprovising wasn't the word.

He w'as doing something else, something that wasn't even

audible in Bill's playing.

And now he was dead. Harry thought of the fingers hed

seen and felt, thwanging and plucking, roughly affectionate

on the neck of his bass like a farmer's handling livestock.

When he took them in his own hand, they seemed quite

unshakeable. He thought of them on the steering wheel then,

in the instants before the crash, their grip loosening in incre-

ments of equal fatality as his concentration, the way he'd

seemed to assert his being by always being on,lapsed at last.

He wondered if he had family, a wife, children, and thought

of Debby, asleep in the next room, the way her fingers used

to retain the shape - the absence - of his index finger, long

after she d fallen asleep and he'd got up, as if to leave the

room, but unable still to take his eyes off her. And he thought

of Bill, meek and reedy. He felt afraid for him, suddenly.

THE.PE ].-

Harry folded the paper and put it .:',',':-- :'

the empty place on the sofa. Pat'rr-as i:t :---. ,-

the dishes from dinner and he seen-: ,

layer of soap cushioning the impact ;.. '...
the draining board.

He got to his feet and'uvent o\-er :,, .:-:

table in the corner of the room. He l::-:: :

dialled Bill's number. He took the r:r:
in his hand and stood facing the windos

fleeting reflection of their father in :r. : ,
receiver to his ear, he felt a twitching in h
He let the phone on the other side ring for

minute or so, wondering how long it mii

before he found out had he not seen ttre pa

no answer.

s

He put the phone down and went into the

next to his wife and picked up a tea tos

from the draining board. He played or-er i
twenty seconds of his encounter with Scotr

that bassist we saw, playt.g with Bill] Ht
rl a car accident. Harry put the plate ba.k.

was probably twenty seconds right there-

at him.
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INTERMI S SION

He tried Bill's phone again and, getting no answe! went

to get his shoes from the hallway. In two minutes flat, he

was down on the street.

\

\ear1'r' ten o'c1ock but still light. Coming off the steps

rr;t 1ed dot-n to the pavement, he caught the falling sun

:ul and shut his eves briefly. He opened them again onto

the pave ment itself and set about walking, an insistence

in his shoulders, as if the effort he put in now would be

totted up later for possible gains. When he got to the end

of the block he changed into a higher gear and crossed

the street, in time with the gathering chorus of engines

waiting for the lights to change. He headed downtown,

towards the subway station, and the first hints of a night
breeze, blowing up off the Hudson, came upon him.

Erhaust fumes too, flecked with copper. The breeze caught

a lock of his hair, those loose strands that decided every

morning rvhich side of his parting theyd register their

allegi.ance to. They were flicking back and forth, in agita-

tion, and he tried repeatedly to smooth them down, even

licking his palm.

He walked again through the meeting with Scott,

thinking of Bill's part in it this time, so as to be better

prepared for what was awaiting him.

THE, PETF.:

He'd wanted to introduce them, Harn' :--

done for form's sake or out of to-s ef li.-::

other. There had been plenty of other gr3: -',

got a word out of his brother aftenvard-. -;:
introductions. So it was either that Bil-1 

''i= 
-

particularly and envisaged a lastinq Dai::--:

liked him personally. Either \4'a\', he'i :-
introducing them. More likelr- uas rh.'-. --

opposite identicality of their plar-ine :::.
tics, habits and modes that found each ,::-.

stand, where it didn't particularlv mane: -:

and athletic, for example, the other aii .:.
long as they came, by whatever mean.. -

accord. And now one of them u'as ir;;,
You wouldn't have put them togethe:. ,-

Scott was huppy to assume all the auil---:

Bili, thirty-two in August but onlr a f-'.' .

like the junior partner. You'd have .- ; :

blind, that they were too differenr, S: -
- he actually sounded as good a. l:; -- ..

other hand, well, you heard him feeir: :--
him listening. You saw, in an)' case. rre ',i :.

- in the sense of movement inside. :.:--.
necessarily - the way he bent doubie :'''.-

almost touching the keys, fingers [ke '.',''. ','

along in the swell.
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INTERMISSION

Then you spoke to him after the gig and he wanted to

fade into the decor. As if the places he played weren't

akeady dimly lit or unfussy enough. He didn't want to talk

about the set or listen to you tell him that you'd enjoyed

it. There wasn't even any of the passive arrogance, the way

tou couldn't help but look as if you were abashed and

terqnine abashment r.vhen you came off stage and people

.aid nice things.

s

In the subway, looking into the tunnel as he waited for the

first light of his approaching train, he thought ofthe Holland

Tunnel, opened the year of his birth, and the way everything

on the other side belonged to Jersey and to childhood. The

hrst tirne he sarv Manhattan from the turnpike. A long,

euiletul crocodile, idling in the Hudson, the towers of
midtou'n its beadv eves. Bus rides.

He took Pat and Debby out there shortly after they'd

set up in New York. It was late summer and the houses

where theyd lived, Bill and him and Harry Sr and Mary,

seemed impossiblygreen and growingwhen they compared

them, the three of them together, encouraging Debby to

list the places she cotld remember living, to the cramping

necessitv of their new place in the city. There was a

ceramic swan outside the house on Hunter Avenue and

THE PETR-.

a new car too. The house itself hac :.
windows.

They stayed into early evening an. ::-. :

behind the trees just as it ahvals ha; T .
light announced, or so it had ahr-ar'. .e::--

arrival of the trains, even to the poir: ':
hear them at las! the distant u'ai1ing. : . .*
vast American continent but ol oce.-:l. '

marbled and blue.

Bill was everlnvhere that afierno''':- -
climbed, in upstairs windorvs and i: ::--.c-tIIlIUtrLr) lrr UPD L4rr D I

the footballs seemed to flr' still, irc::-- ::.

the garden, where there ',vas no I-:-.. :

patch from the street, all the \\-a\- -:
outside the kitchen windorv, back r',:r. -

terback, when he had cheeks, atld 'ar::-. ,.

look like theyd snap in fvvo at ti-r: :- -

contact.

Harry was met by hot gusting urr; -'

stairs at 86th Street. With even .1.:

Broadway, he felt his shirt sopp.,rr:g :

of his back. The heat seemed to hi. -:-:

the dav's accumulation slowlr', [k- . --

{:

6
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INTERMISSION

victims. Ground heat, seepage from the paving stones and

buildings, from telephone kiosks and rubbish bins piled high

and wide on street corners. Emanating also from the entire

subway network beneath his feet, geothermal portent of a

swelter deeper still. Everpnhere was heat, he thought; the

u'hole cinr Every body.

He slou.,ed his pace but, unwilling to let his guard down

entirelr, tried at the same time to prickup his senses, as though

erpecting to ru11 into his brother not just around any corner

but around all of them. He wanted to prepare himself for

meeting Bill but felt himself bothered by the notion of there

being any need to; the fact that his turning up unannounced

would be registered by both of them in precisely those terms.

He'd allowed himself to imagine that living in the same place

as his brother - for the first time since theyd left NewJersey

- would be governed by their previous knowledge of each

other. The old mles had lapsed, however. Those of their parents

lingered, albeit severely weakened by the fifteen-year hiatus

- but they'd never been absolute anyway. Bill and he hadnt

ever dropped in except on each othert bedrooms and had to

ask now whether the other took sugar in his coffee.

When he tried to think of the right thing to say when

he saw him, Harry found himself imagining instead ways

in rvhich he might speak of Bill to strangers who'd come

asking. He'd insist, he thought, in the first place, on the

inalienabilin. of the past, how he was there, in everything,

THE PETRL:

to try and mask the fact that there u-ere -:
in the day-to-day sense at least, kneu' l ::-

hed be taken in, he thought, like plenr -

by Bill's growing celebrity. A handful o- .--- :

pol1s in Billboard and DozunBeat rha: ':.:-

the top of his game. People might co;:{ .r
a part in that too. Theyd associate rhe r', : -

ingly, by their common name. I don't :*:: :

to Bill Evans, laughing. He's m1, brotl:e:. . ,
as he did so to the terms ther'r1'ere c:,-::
respond either enthusiastically at u'hich : - --

want to give them back untouched tie - --:.-

or else with indifference, to all of it .": ,,-.

gigs in Catskill Mountain resorts, meJ. :- :

the whole NewJersey scrapbook - ar .- :--.-.

Billwent beyond his. He's mltbrothei.':-=:-'

before thinking finally that it u'oulj i. '

fact, for Bill to be just as unkro,,. Ir :l
untethered with genius, the old coupL:-.. . -

way he d be able to say, He's just ml' .:: :.. :.
with telling them nothing.

s

Arriving at last at West 83rd, Harry turr

park. It was sufficiently dark for men i
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